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• Discuss challenges facing school sealant programs (SSPs) 
• Review CDC's Considerations for School Sealant Programs During the 

Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Pandemic 
• Review available infection prevention and control resources

Objectives

https://www.cdc.gov/oralhealth/dental_sealant_program/school-sealant-programs-considerations-during-COVID-19.html

https://www.cdc.gov/oralhealth/dental_sealant_program/school-sealant-programs-considerations-during-COVID-19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/oralhealth/dental_sealant_program/school-sealant-programs-considerations-during-COVID-19.html
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• SSPs suspended as communities respond to COVID-19. 
• States and localities may choose to restart programs.
• CDC provides information to help protect health, safety, and well-being of 

students, teachers, staff, and dental healthcare personnel (DHCP) in these 
programs.

• Information for planning and restarting SSP is provided for:
• Oral health programs that conduct SSPs.
• DHCP who provide direct oral health services.
• School administrators. 

Background



4FOOTER (optional)

#

DETERMINATION TO RESUME



CDC INDICATORS 
AND THRESHOLDS 
FOR RISK OF 
INTRODUCTION AND 
TRANSMISSION OF 
COVID-19 IN 
SCHOOLS

HTTPS://WWW.CDC.GOV/CORONAVIRUS/2019-NCOV/COMMUNITY/SCHOOLS-CHILDCARE/INDICATORS.HTML#THRESHOLDS 5

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/indicators.html
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• To make decisions about whether to restart SSPs, work with:
• Oral health program staff

• School administrators

• State, local, territorial, or tribal health officials

How to decide whether to restart SSPs



• Develop policies to safely provide oral health services to SSP participants. 
• Balance need to provide necessary services with need to minimize risk. 
• Consult state, local, territorial, or tribal health departments for current 

information about requirements specific to jurisdictions. 
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Key Points for Oral Health Programs



• Monitor trends in local case counts, deaths and other core indicators.
• Work with public health officials to identify a threshold for canceling SSPs if local 

transmission increases.

• Work with state education agencies and local school administrators to 
understand region-specific recommendations for school programs.

• Be prepared to follow site-specific guidance for additional precautions related 
to COVID-19. 
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Key Points for Oral Health Programs, cont.
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#

PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS
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• Before beginning SSPs, DHCP should be familiar with and ready to follow:
• CDC’s Guidance for Dental Settings

• CDC’s guidance for Schools and Child Care Programs

• Any local school-specific policies while working in a school setting

Key points for DHCP

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/dental-settings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/index.html
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• Be familiar with each school’s designated COVID-19 point of contact.
• Create a process to respond to exposures among DHCP and program 

participants. 
• Follow school policies for grouping and transporting students.

Key Points for Oral Health Programs
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• Ensure the correct amount and types of equipment and supplies.
• Work with school administrators or school district engineer to choose 

appropriate treatment area. 
• Create policies and standard operating procedures for waste disposal and 

environmental infection control consistent with school policies and state and 
local guidelines.

Key Points for Oral Health Programs, cont.
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#

OPERATING CONSIDERATIONS



SCREENING FOR SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19

¡ Before entering the school, the designated 
COVID-19 point of contact or the school nurse 
should:
¡ Take temperature of all DHCP 
¡ Ask all DHCP if they are experiencing any 

symptoms of COVID-19 or have been advised to 
self-quarantine from exposure to someone with 
COVID-19 

¡ Document information in appropriate program 
records 
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HTTPS://WWW.CDC.GOV/CORONAVIRUS/2019-NCOV/DOWNLOADS/COVID19-SYMPTOMS-24X36-EN.PDF

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/COVID19-symptoms-24x36-en.pdf


• DHCP working in SSPs should:
• Screen all students for signs or symptoms consistent with COVID-19 or exposure 

to someone with COVID-19 before they enter the treatment area. 
• If student has fever or any other sign or symptom of COVID-19, postpone oral health 

services

• Take student to school’s designated COVID-19 point of contact or school nurse for 
further evaluation and isolation  
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Screening for Signs and Symptoms of COVID-19, cont.



• Set up treatment area with at least 6 feet of space and physical barriers 
between patient chairs.

• Consider using portable a high-efficiency particulate air (HEPA) filtration 
system to reduce aerosol concentrations in room and increase effectiveness 
of air turnover time. 

• Follow personal protective equipment (PPE) recommendations in Guidance 
for Dental Settings for treating patients without known or suspected      
COVID-19. 
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Other Factors to Consider 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/dental-settings.html


• Avoid dental procedures and equipment known to generate aerosols:
• Dental handpieces

• Air/water syringe

• Ultrasonic scalers

• Perform hand scaling and toothbrush prophylaxis.
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Other Factors to Consider, cont



• Follow physical distancing and source 
control policies when not involved in clinical 
care.
• If SSPs have waiting area, chairs should be 

placed at least 6 feet apart.
• Follow school guidance on how many children 

can be in one area at a time 
• Keep students from different classrooms or 

cohorts separated at all times. 
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Universal Source Control and Physical Distancing



• Follow recommendations for environmental infection control and sterilization 
and disinfection of patient care items present in Guidance for Dental Settings. 
• Perform routine cleaning and disinfection procedures after each patient. 
• Clean surface before applying an Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)-registered, 

hospital-grade disinfectant to frequently touched surfaces or objects for appropriate 
contact times as indicated on the product’s label. 

• Cover high-touch surfaces with barriers, and change barriers between each patient. 

• Properly dispose of single-use devices.

• Secure contaminated reusable items for transport.
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Additional Infection Prevention and Control Practices

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/dental-settings.html
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• CDC
• Guidance for Dental Settings

• Schools and Child Care Programs

• Using Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

• Personal Protective Equipment: Questions and Answers
• Healthcare Providers: Clean Hands Count for Healthcare Providers

• Organization for Safety, Asepsis and Prevention (OSAP)
• Guide for Implementing School Sealant Programs

Resources

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/dental-settings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/using-ppe.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/respirator-use-faq.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handhygiene/providers/index.html
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All dental settings, regardless of the level of care 
provided, must make infection prevention a priority. 

The findings and conclusions of the report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 


